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A new species Tetrastigma, T. liukiuense Yamaz., is described from the Ryukyus. 


A Ryukyu plant belonging to Tetrastigma has 
hitherto been treated as T. formosanum (Hemsl.) 
Gagnepain (Fig. lc). However, it is distinctly differ¬ 
ent from T.formsanum of Taiwan by the petal with a 
hooked appendage at apex (Fig. la). Recently, 
Momiyama (1989) adopted T. dentatum (Hayata) Li 
of Taiwan (Fig. lb) to this plant. But this plant also 
differs from T. dentatum in the glabrous inflores¬ 
cences, the shortly acute leaves and the stigma-lobes 
shorter than the style-axis. Accordingly, this plant 
should be treated as an independent species. 

Tetrastigma liukiuense Yamazaki, sp. nov. 

Tetrastigma formosanum auct. non. Hemsley: 
Nakai in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 36: 68 (1922), p. p.; 


Hatusima, FI. Ryukyus: 395 (1971). 

Tetrastigma dentatum auct. non Hayata: 
Momiyama in Satake et al. ed., Wild Flow. Jap., 
Woody PI. 2: 62 (1989). 

Lianae sempervirentia. Caulis gracilis, tetragonus, 
glaber. Cirrhi simplices, 3-7 cm longi. Folia altema, 
temata; stipuli 2, ovati, subacuti, ca. 3 mm longi, 
glabri; petiolus 2-4 cm longus, glaber; petioluli 2-10 
mm longi, glabri; foliolum terminale oblongo-ovatum 
vel oblongum, 3-7 cm longum, 1-2.5 cm latum, apice 
acutum vel breviter acuminatum, basi cuneatum, 
foliola latealia leviter minora, ovata vel oblongo- 
ovata, apice acuta, basi inaequaliterrotundata, foliola 
omnalia sparse serrata, serris appressis, apiculatis, 




Fig. 1. Flowers, a. Tetrastigma liukiuense Yamaz. b. T. dentatum (Hayata) Li. c. T. formosanum (Hemsl.) Gagnep. 
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utrinque glabra. Inflorescentiae oppositifoliae, 
corymboso-cymosae, 2-4 cm longae, 2-3 cm latae, 
pedunculis glabris, pedicelibus 1.5-3 mm longis, 
glabris. Calyx acetabuliformis, ca. 1 mm latus, glaber. 
Petala4, ovata, acuta, ca. 1.5 mm longa, apice reflexo- 


comiculata. Stamina 4, petalis leviter breviora. Stylus 
filiformis ca. 1 mm longus; stigma 4-lobata, quam 
stipes breviora. Fructus non vidi. 

Hab. Okinawa Isl.: Kunigami, Magiri (Y. Tashiro, 
Feb. 1887, TI), Nago, in mountain (T. Tanaka, May 



Fig. 2. Tetrastigma liukiuense Yamaz. Type. 









178 




69 


3 


« 6 ^ 6 B 


30, 1891, no. 164, TI), Sine dato (T. Miyagi, TI), 
Motobu, Nago-Fuuma (Kimura et Hurusawa, Sept. 
20,1940, TI), Katsuudake, 400 m, in evergreen forest, 
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flowers whitish green (T. Yamazaki, Jun. 24, 1971, 
no. 309, Typus, TI). 
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